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Objectives of the session 
• Understand current trends in international student 

mobility to the U.S., and what SIOs should know 
 

• Outline effective approaches to international 
outreach & engagement to increase diversity of 
applicant, and retention, applied by different types 
of institutions. 
 

• Explore how global universities can adapt to 
dynamic circumstances to achieve its goals & 
advance its mission 
 



 



Agenda 
• Welcome, Introductions, Context & 

Environmental Factors (Clay leads – 15 
minutes) 

• Practical Opportunities for SIOs to Address 
Challenges (CK leads – 15 minutes) 

• Next Steps/ Future (Tag team... Clay & CK – 
15 minutes…sets up open discussion) 

• Open Discussion, Question & Answer & Close 
(30 minutes) & Answer 
 



Context & 
International 
Student 
Mobility 
Updates 



6 NOTE: NOTE: International Students include degree-seeking and non-degree-seeking students. 
SOURCE: OECD, 2014. Education at a Glance. Figure retrieved from Institute of International Education, Project Atlas, 2015  

Long-term growth in the number of students enrolled 
outside their country of citizenship 

Global student 
mobility is at 
an all-time 
high and will 
continue to 
grow 
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While the US 
and UK 
continue to 
host the most 
international 
students, 
there are 
newcomers to 
this landscape 
Although the number of 
students going to US to 
study has increased, the 
proportion has 
decreased. 
 

2016 
Worldwide: 4.1 million students 

2001 
Worldwide: 2.1 million students 

Top 8 Host Countries of Globally Mobile Students 

NOTE: International Students include degree-seeking and non-degree-seeking students. SOURCE: Institute of International Education, Project Atlas, 
2016. Global Mobility Trends. 
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Undergradua
tes 

427K 

Graduates 
384K 

UNDERGRADUATE 
Growth from 2015 to 

2016 
+7.1% 

Undergradua
tes 

~221K Graduates 
~192K 

SOURCE: Institute of International Education. (2016). Retrieved from 
htt // ii / d     

GRADUATE 
Growth from 2015 to 

2016 
+6.0% 

Undergraduat
es continue to 
drive 
international 
student 
mobility to the 
U.S., but 
overall growth 
is slowing 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2015/16 Total international student enrollment: 1,043,839  of which 811,238 are degree-seeking (UG & G).
Undergraduate: 427,313 (+7% YOY compared to +8% the previous year)
Graduate: 383,935 (+6% YOY compared to +10% the previous year)
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Although overall 
int’l 
undergraduate 
student mobility 
to U.S. 
universities  
continues to 
increase, recent 
trends reveal 
most of the 
growth derives 
from only a 
handful of source 
countries 
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Approximately 427,000 
international undergraduate 

students in the U.S. in 2015/16 

SOURCE: Institute of International Education. (2016). "International Students by Academic 
Level and Place of Origin, 2015./16" Open Doors Report on International Educational 
E h  R t i d f  htt // ii / d     
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Although overall 
int’l 
undergraduate 
student mobility 
to U.S. 
universities  
continues to 
increase, recent 
trends reveal 
most of the 
growth derives 
from only a 
handful of source 
countries 
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Rest 
of the 
World 

CAGR:+31
% 

YOY: +9% 

CAGR: 1% 
YOY: +4% 

*CAGR 
Since 
2006  

& YOY 

CAGR: +4% 
YOY: +17% 

CAGR:+17% 
YOY: +16% 

CAGR*:+ 
   35%  

YOY: +10% 
Approximately 427,000 

international undergraduate 
students in the U.S. in 2015/16 

SOURCE: Institute of International Education. (2016). "International Students by Academic Level 
and Place of Origin, 2015./16" Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. 
R t i d f  htt // ii / d     

Saudi Arabia 
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Vietnam 



11 

Top 8 Senders 
of International 
Undergraduate 
Students in the 
U.S. 

SOURCE: Institute of International Education. (2016). "International Students by Academic Level 
and Place of Origin, 2015./16" Open Doors Report on International Educational Exchange. 
R t i d f  htt // ii / d     

Top 8 Senders of International Undergraduate 
Students to the U.S. in 2015/16: Enrollment & YOY 

2013/14 – 2015/16 

• Annual growth rates of 
China and Saudi Arabia 
continue to slow. 

• South Korea shows 
declines for the 4th year in a 
row, giving up its #2 spot to 
Saudi Arabia 

• Strong growth from India, 
Vietnam, and Mexico. 

 

Highlights: 

  Country 2014 2015 2016 2013~201
4 YOY 

2014~201
5 YOY 

2015~201
6 YOY 

  China 110,550 124,552 135,629 18% 13% 9% 

  Saudi 
Arabia 26,865 30,861 33,952 30% 15% 10% 

  South Korea 36,992 34,651 32,695 -3% -6% -6% 

  India 12,677 16,521 19,302 0% 30% 17% 

  Vietnam 11,886 12,449 14,390 4% 5% 16% 

  Canada 13,916 13,131 13,223 4% -6% 1% 

  Mexico 8,311 8,210 9,640 4% -1% 17% 

  Japan 9,155 8,877 9,285 0% -3% 5% 

  Rest 140,372 149,572 159,197 6% 7% 6% 

  Total Int'l 
Undergraduate   
  Students 

370,724 398,824 427,313 9% 8% 7% 
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A growing 
number of 
students from 
Asia are 
entering the 
U.S. education 
system even 
earlier 

Top Places of Origin of International 
Diploma-Seeking  Secondary  

Students in the U.S., 2015 

China 
33,907 

55% 

South 
Korea 
6,329 
10% 

Vietnam 
3,485 

6% 

Mexico 
2,421 

4% 

Japan 
1,317 

2% 

Other 
14,314 

23% 

SOURCE: The Boston Globe, http://buff.ly/1WTp8qi. IIE, 2016. 



International Average 
(5-yr CAGR) since 
2011:  5% 

Global aspirations 
to study abroad 
continue to rise, 
especially from 
the Middle 
East/North Africa 
& South & Central 
Asia 

Five-year Compound Annual Growth Rate of SAT 
Reasoning Exam Test Takers, AY2010-2016 

NOTE: Volumes indicate SAT Reasoning exams test takers reporting a College Board school code outside the U.S. Where the country of the College Board school 
code is not known, the reported home address as it existed at the time they took the SAT was used. Where home address is not available, the test taker's test 
center location was used. To be included in this analysis, SAT exams must not be Canceled/Deleted, must have no un-resolved holds, and must be certified. Dates 
and Talent Search exams are excluded.  

            

EAST 
ASIA & 

THE 
PACIFIC 

+4% 

AMERICAS +1% 

EUROPE & 
EURASIA +4% 

+7% 

SUB-
SAHARAN 

AFRICA 

+4% 
+14% 

SOUTH & 
CENTRA
L ASIA 

MIDDLE EAST 
& NORTH 
AFRICA 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mirrors IIE data with the slowing of China, and faster growth in India. MENA undergrads in the US remains strong.



Internationally, among 
those who sent SAT 
score reports, the 2016 
cohort sent score 
report to 6 U.S. higher 
ed institution. 
Variances exist across 
sending countries.  

Among int’l test 
takers who sent 
SAT score 
reports, those 
from China sent 
more to the U.S. 
than their 
international 
peers 

10.8 

10.0 

9.2 

9.2 

8.6 

7.8 

7.2 

6.5 

6.5 

6.3 

5.9 

5.4 

4.8 

4.7 

4.6 

China

South Korea

Vietnam

Turkey

Taiwan

India

Pakistan

Brazil

Singapore

Hong Kong

Nepal

UAE

Canada

UK

Nigeria

Average Number of Score Reports Sent to the U.S. per 
International Students, 2016 Cohort 

Int’l Student 
Avg: 6.2 

NOTE: International country is defined by SAT  Reasoning test takers reporting a  home address  outside the U.S. and U.S. Territories.  
SOURCE: College Board, internal analysis of the 2016 cohort retrieved via Cornerstone on 11/4/16. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
PLEASE NOTE: This figure ONLY shows international students who sent SAT scores. 40% of non-US test takers in the 2016 cohort didn’t send a single score report. When we include students who didn’t send an SAT score, the average drops to 3.8.




47% 

25% 

13% 

12% 

3% 0% 

40% 

26% 

18% 

10% 
6% 

0% 
Americas

East Asia/Pacific

Europe &
Eurasia

Middle
East/North
Africa
South & Central
Asia

x2.5 more score 
reports were sent to 
non-U.S. institutions by 
international students 
in 2016 compared to 
2011 

More 
international 
students are 
considering 
multiple study 
abroad 
destinations 

NOTE: Only SAT score reports sent to non-U.S. institutions by international students, defined by a non-U.S./U.S. Territories home address, and those that were 
sent to institutions outside of their home country were included. SOURCE: College Board, internal analysis of the 2016 cohort retrieved via Cornerstone on 
11/4/16  

SAT Score Reports from International Students to Non-U.S. 
Higher Education Institutions Outside their Home Country, 

2011 vs. 2016 Cohort  

2011 
2016 

X2.5  
SAT score reports 

to non-U.S. 
institutions 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Full reference here: Q:\International\@Strategy & Outreach, International\@GLOBAL\College Board Programs Delivery Outside U.S\SAT & College Readiness Assessments\2016 SAT Data
This figure only shows the distribution of SAT score reports sent to non-U.S. institutions by international students (defined by a non-U.S./U.S. Territories home address) IF the non-U.S. institution is OUTSIDE their home country. With this logic, I had hoped to show a more accurate picture of non-U.S. university interest among international students. 
 
I had to do this because of the following reasons:
Looking at all SAT score reports from international students, 90% go to the U.S. This hasn’t changed from the 2011 to 2016 cohorts. Score sends to non-U.S. institutions make up only 10% so to break the 10% further down into world regions doesn’t show much change between the 2011 and 2016 cohorts. 
I also took out SAT score reports for local use because it really skews the data. For example, we saw a huge increase in SAT score sends sent to Egypt (MOHE/AmidEast), which most are coming from SAT test takers in Egypt, so if I included those score sends, it looks like universities in MENA have become very popular among international students which is misleading.
 
Here are the main talking points:
While U.S. universities still comprise the large majority of SAT score reports from international students, the number of score sends to non-U.S. universities outside their home country has increased by 2.5x since 2011.
Canada alone makes us 40% of all SAT score sends to non-U.S. universities outside their home country in AY16. While the number of SAT score sends to Canada has increased (the pie is getting bigger), the share of SAT score sends that Canada received in AY16 is much smaller than 2011 (Canada made up 46% in AY11 and 40% in AY16 – nearly all of “Americas” refers to Canada).
Canada top 3: U of Toronto, UBC, McGill
Europe and Eurasia is gaining ground, primarily due to the UK, Turkey, and Germany,. Turkey is a newcomer in this landscape as it’s becoming a popular host destination for students from Eastern Europe and MENA. 
UK top 3: Oxford, Cambridge, U of Manchester, Kings College London
Turkey top 3: Middle East Technical University, Bilkent University, Sabanci University
South & Central Asia is also gaining ground, driven by India 
India top 3: NIT Srinagar, Malaviya NIT Jaipur, IITs  all part of the DASA program
Note that U.S. SAT score sends are not included in this figure. (The Americas are non-U.S. countries in the Americas). 




Context is important in evaluating 
international applicants across various 
standards 

16 

NOTE: SAT means are based on the graduating class of 2015's most recent exam results .  Test-takers are defined by the 
location of their self-reported College Board school code; or their home address if their College Board school code is 
unavailable. U.S refers to the 50 states & D.C. International refers to countries outside of the U.S.   
SOURCE: College Board | Internal analysis of the 2015 cohort data from Data Connect. 
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Practical Opportunities for SIOs to 
Address Challenges/ Big Themes 
 Expanding Pressures & Uncertainty 
(Institutional & External) 
 Doubling Down on Diversity 
 Local Global Recruiting 



Big 
Themes 
Expanding Pressures & 
Uncertainty 
(Institutional & 
External) 



Education is the 
most powerful 

weapon which you 
can use to change 

the world. 
Nelson Mandela 

19 



► Higher education as a global diplomacy 

 

 

“Education is a slow-moving but 
powerful force. It may not be fast 
enough or strong enough to save us 
from catastrophe, but it is the stronges  
force available for that purpose and in 
its proper place, therefore, is not at the 
periphery, but at the center of 
international relations.” 
 
     - J. William Fulbright 



60% of prospective international students say they 
would be less likely to study at an American 

college if Donald J. Trump was elected 
president. 

 
According to a study 40,000 students in 118 countries by Intead and 

FFPEDUMedia. 

SOURCE: The Chronicle of Higher Education, 2016. http://buff.ly/295OHUg  





http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11
/17/us/is-it-safe-foreign-students-
consider-college-in-donald-
trumps-us.html?_r=0 



htt //

 



Big 
Themes 
Doubling Down on 
Diversity 



Admission officers’ are strongly focusing on 
recruiting a variety of students 

61% 

61% 

47% 

36% 

36% 

28% 

26% 

26% 

26% 

35% 

24% 

23% 

Full-time undergraduates

Out-of-state students

Transfer students

Minority students

International students

Full-pay students

This year at my institution, I am very likely to increase 
my recruitment efforts for the following populations 

of undergraduate applicants to my institution: 

Strongly agree Agree

SOURCE: Inside Higher Ed, 2015 Survey of Admission Directors. http://buff.ly/297RxYT 
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International enrollment as a part of the 
larger institutional mission 

“If you can’t point to the core 
institutional mission and 
values to anchor this work, 
chances are you are going to 
have a hard time trying to 
sell [international]. For the 
campus leadership, 
international enrollment 
management needs to be 
part of a larger strategy. You 
need to specify how this 
endeavor fits with the 
institutional mission.” 
 

Fanta Aw, Assistant Vice 
President of Campus Life at 

American University & President 
of NAFSA 

SOURCE: NAFSA International Educator, 2011. http://buff.ly/29e6zv3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why does this matter to international students and parents? International admissions as a part of the larger enrollment management priorities, including diversity and access.



SOURCE: Education Dive.  
http://buff.ly/1T354LY 

28 



SOURCE: New York Times http://buff.ly/1kFTrRP 
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81% of 
international 
undergraduat
es in the U.S. 
are primarily 
self-funded 

Primary Source of Funding for International 
Undergraduate Students, 2015/16 

Institute of International Education. (2016). "International Students by Primary Source of Funding, 2015/16." Open Doors Report on International Educational 
E h  R t i d f  htt // ii / d  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Of the 427,313 international undergraduate students, 81.2%  (vs. 57% for graduate students) rely primarily on personal and family funds to pay for their studies.
The percentage of international undergraduate students who rely primarily on persona/family funds has not changed much since last year (80% in 2014/15). 
While governments, such as those of Saudi Arabia, fund large-scale study abroad scholarships for undergraduate students, the majority of international students are enrolling in U.S. institutions with their own financial resources. Saudi’s KASP announced scaling down and Brazil’s Science Without Borders announced it’s discontinuation in 2016, so we’ll likely see the effects on students and the data for 2016/17 (next year). 
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Importance of 
financial aid 
for 
international 
students’ 
decision-
making varies 
by region 
 

9% 11% 13% 
10% 4% 5% 8% 

14% 
21% 11% 

15% 
13% 10% 8% 

23% 
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NOTE: International students in this figure are those who attended a high school outside of the U.S. and indicated that they are applying to U.S. higher 
education institutions for the incoming years of Fall 2015/Spring  2016 and onwards. Total international respondents totaled over 1,600. SOURCE: Internal 

         

Importance of Availability of Financial Aid in Higher 
Ed Application Process of U.S.-bound Prospective 

International Students 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- Among Southeast Asian students, 39% selected financial aid as “very important”. The distribution of answers is actually pretty similar to overall East Asia & the Pacific.
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The number 
of U.S. 
institutions 
awarding 
financial aid 
has been 
stable 

NOTE: International students is defined as non-resident aliens. Data excludes institutions that 
did not respond to questions in the Annual  Survey of Colleges. SOURCE: Internal analysis of 
College Board Annual Survey of Colleges, 2011/12-2015/16. 
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Total Financial Aid Awarded to International Students (in millions)

Number of U.S. Institutions Awarding Financial Aid 
& Distribution of Financial Aid to International 

Undergraduate Students, 2011/12-2014/15 

Over 760 institutions 
awarded over $1.1 
billion in financial aid to 
international 
undergraduate degree-
seeking students in 
2014/15. 
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Private nonprofits are 
the most likely and for-
profits are the least 
likely to offer financial 
aid to international 
students.  

Half of U.S. 
institutions 
offer some 
form of aid to 
international 
undergraduate 
students 
 

Financial Aid Availability at U.S. Institutions 
for International Undergraduate Students as 

share of Total Institutions, 2014/15 

20% 

6% 

26% 

48% 

All U.S. Institutions 

34% 

8% 

36% 

22% 

Private Nonprofit 

24% 

4% 

40% 

32% 

Public, 4 year 

14% 7% 

19% 60% 

Public, 2 year 
4% 5% 

8% 

83% 

For-profit 

N=3,955 

N=1,380 N=598 

N=1,010 N=967 

NOTE: International students is defined as non-resident aliens. Data excludes institutions that did not 
respond to questions in the Annual Survey of Colleges. SOURCE: Internal analysis of College Board 

l  f ll  /   /  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- Not surprisingly, private nonprofits are the most likely to offer financial aid (need based, non-need based or both) to international undergraduate students. 
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International students 
at private nonprofits are 
the more likely than 
students at other 
institution types to 
receive institutional 
financial aid.  

About 1 in 6 
international 
undergraduate 
students 
received some 
form of 
institutional aid 

Share of Total International Degree-seeking 
Undergraduate Students who Received Need 

or Non-need Based Institutional Financial 
Aid, 2014/15 

All U.S. Institutions 

Private Nonprofit 

Public, 2 year 

Public, 4 year 

For-profit 
15% 

33% 11% 

<1% 6% 

NOTE: International students is defined as non-resident aliens. Data excludes institutions that did not 
respond to questions in the Annual Survey of Colleges. SOURCE: Internal analysis of College Board 
A l S  f C ll  2014/15  2015/16  



INSTITUTION REGION 

State Type 

Total Intl 
UG Degree-

Seeking 
Students 
2015/16 

Financia
l Aid 

Offering 
Type1 

Total Financial 
Aid Awarded to 

Int’l Degree-
Seeking UG 

Students 

Number 
of 

Enrolled 
Int’l 

Degree-
Seeking 

UG 
Students 

Who 
Received 

Aid 

Avg. Award for 
Int’l Degree-
Seeking UG 

Receiving Aid2 

% of Total 
Int'l 

Degree-
Seeking 

UGs 
Awarded 
Financial 

Aid3 

Duke University SRO 
NC Privat

e 4yr 664* NB & 
NNB $9,173,384 173 $53,334 28% 

Texas A&M 
University 

SWRO 
TX Public 

4yr 577 NB & 
NNB $6,984,853  304 $22,976  53% 

Vanderbilt 
University 

SRO 
TN Private 

4yr 458 NB & 
NNB $5,717,453  118 $48,453  26% 

Rice University SWRO TX Private 
4yr 472 NB & 

NNB $2,675,289  95 $28,161  20% 
St. John's College SWRO NM Private 

4yr N/A NB & 
NNB $2,606,378  66 $39,490  N/A 

St. Edward's 
University 

SWRO 
TX Private 

4yr 363 NNB $1,986,980  104 $19,106  29% 

Emory University SRO GA Private 
4yr 1,128 NNB $1,199,486  39 $30,756  3% 

University of South 
Carolina - Columbia 

SRO 
SC Public 

4yr 253 NNB $848,359  117 $7,250  39% 

Nova Southeastern 
University 

SRO 
FL Private 

4yr 242 NNB $805,935  138 $5,840  57% 

University of 
Houston 

SWRO 
TX Public 

4yr 1,570 NB & 
NNB $731,737  278 $2,632  18% 

Texas A&M 
University-Corpus 

Christi 

SWRO 
TX Public 

4yr 281 NNB $685,265  173 $3,961  62% 

Samford University SRO AL Private 
4yr 90 NB & 

NNB $494,238  24 $20,593  26% 
North Carolina 

Central University 
SRO 

NC public 
4yr N/A NNB $465,893 20 *$23,295 *61% 

Lenoir-Rhyne 
University 

SRO 
NC privat

e 4yr 32 NNB $300,629 12 $25,052 63% 

Berry College SRO GA Private 
4yr 12 NNB $154,410  11 $14,037  92% 

University of Mary 
  

SWRO 
 Private 

   $    $    

  
 

 
  

         

     
         

35 

 

Which institutions 
represented today 
allocate the most 
financial to 
international 
students? 

Offering 
Financial 
Aid 



Big 
Themes 
Local Global Recruiting 
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A growing number of students in the 2015-2018 cohort self-
reported that they are a citizen of a country outside of the 

U.S. and attended a high school in the U.S. 

Geomarkets in the U.S. with the Most International Students in the 
Graduating Classes of 2015-2018 

Number of 
International Students 
in a Geomarket 

NOTE: Data retrieved from College Board Search is dynamic and volumes can differ in any point in time.  “International 
Students” reflect those who self-reported that they are “citizens of another country.” 
SOURCE: College Board internal analysis based on the 2015-2018 high school graduating cohorts retrieved on July 20, 2015 
from College Board Search https://collegeboardsearch.collegeboard.org   
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The College Board’s mission is to prepare and propel students into opportunities they’ve earned.  Part of that mission is to create access to opportunities, particularly for traditionally underserved student populations. 










Most international secondary 
students in the United States 
ultimately seek to enroll in higher 
education.  

44 



International Student Visas by Sector 
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4% 
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Diploma-seeking students are driving growth. 

24,387 23,980 22,723 

48,632 55,277 61,773 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
 In 2004, there were 15,882 f-1 secondary students and that number grew to 48,632 in 2013. 

Most recent F-1 stat for fall 2014 = 55,277, which is a 14% growth from the prior year.




Leading Places of Origin of  
Diploma-Seeking Secondary Students 
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Int’l Student Pipelines 
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Places of Origin of IEP Students, 2014 

65% of IEP students come from just 5 countries. 

35 % 

26 % 

15 % 11 % 
9 % 

5 % 

Percent distribution may not sum to 100.0 due to rounding.  
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56% 

19% 

15% 

6% 

Community colleges hosted 16% of undergraduate &  
non-degree international students in the U.S. in 2014/15. 

Doctorate:  56% 

Masters:  19% 

Associates:  16% 

Baccalaureate:  6% 

Specialized:  3% 

International Undergraduates by Institution Type 
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Community Colleges Other Institutional Types 
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Open 
Discussion/ 
Question & 
Answer 
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Thank 
You. 
chensley@collegeboard.org 

international.collegeboard.org 

 @AIEAWorld 
 @JacksonvilleU 
@CollegeBoard 
@clayhensley 
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