
 
 
 
 
 
        January 29, 2013 
 
 
The Honorable Richard Lugar 
Senior Trans-Atlantic Fellow 
German Marshall Fund 
1744 R Street NW 
Washington, DC 20009 
 
Dear Senator Lugar: 
 
As leaders of the U.S. international exchange community, we write to commend you and thank 
you for your outstanding service in the U.S. Senate, and particularly for your leadership and 
support on issues related to international exchange programs. 
 
Your vision and initiative in working with Senator Kennedy to create the Kennedy-Lugar Youth 
Exchange and Study (YES) Program has resulted in thousands of transformative exchanges over 
its 10-year history. YES evaluation studies show that the competitively selected young leaders 
from predominantly Muslim countries who come to the U.S. are forever changed by their 
experiences. They gain deeper understanding and appreciation of our society and people through 
an academic year spent living with an American family and attending an American high school. 
And the American communities that host these students are also changed, coming to understand 
the students’ countries, cultures, and religion in a personal and meaningful way. 
 
You have often spoken of the impact of your own Rhodes scholarship, and of your connection 
with Senator Fulbright. You have applied your personal understanding of the power of exchange 
not just to the YES program, but also to countless other exchange issues throughout your career.  
Not all of these issues involved legislation, headlines, or a new program, but each of them 
enriched the personal connections between Americans and their counterparts around the world, 
and significantly strengthened U.S. foreign policy.   
 
This growing web of understanding, respect, and shared interest makes our country stronger, 
safer, and better.   
 
The Alliance for International Educational and Cultural Exchange and its members applaud your 
exceptional leadership, and are pleased to take this opportunity to express our deepest thanks for 
your profound contributions to our field. 
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Sincerely yours, 
 

 
 
Christine Schulze 
Chair, Alliance Board of Directors 
Vice President, Concordia Language 
Villages 
 

 
Goran Rannefors 
Treasurer, Alliance Board of Directors 
Chair, EF Foundation for Foreign Study 
 

Lynn Shotwell 
Vice Chair, Alliance Board of Directors 
Executive Director, American Council on 
International Personnel 
 

 
Michael McCarry 
Executive Director 
Alliance

 

 
Jorge Castro 
President 
AFS Intercultural Programs, USA 

 
Donna Scarboro 
President 
AIEA - Association of International Education Administrators 
 

 
Melanie French 
Executive Director 
AIFS Foundation 

 

 



 

	   3 

 

 
Victoria Lynden 
Chief Executive Officer 
Alliance Abroad Group 
 

 
 
 

 
Dan E. Davidson 
President 
American Councils for International Education: ACTR/ACCELS 
 

 
Patti McGill Peterson 
Presidential Advisor, Internationalization and Global Engagement 
American Council on Education 
 

 
Lois Magee 
Director, International Exchange Center 
American Immigration Council 
 

 
William L. Gertz 
President & Chief Executive Officer 
American Institute For Foreign Study (AIFS) 
 
 

 
Theodore Kattouf 
President 
AMIDEAST 
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Trudy Hermann 
Executive Director  
Amity Institute 
 

 
William Gustafson 
President/CEO 
ASSE International Student Exchange Programs 
 

 
Martin Milne 
Vice President for School and Family Relations 
ASSIST, Inc. 
 

 
Ruth Frizell Ferry 
Sr. Vice President and Director 
Au Pair in America 
 

 
 
Sherry Carpenter 
Executive Director 
Ayusa 

 
Laura Rose 
Chief Executive Officer 
CCI Greenheart 
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Janice Haigh 
Vice President 
CCUSA 
 

 
Robyn Walker 
Executive Director 
CENET: Cultural Exchange Network 
 

 
James P. Pellow, Ed. D 
President and CEO 
CIEE: Council on International Educational Exchange 
 

 
Greg Smedsrud 
Managing Partner 
Communicating for Agriculture Education Programs 
 

 
Mary Ellen Lane 
Executive Director 
Council of American Overseas Research Centers 
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Lisa Purdy 
President & CEO 
Council of International Programs USA 
 

 
Christopher B. Page 
Executive Director 
Council on Standards for International Educational Travel (CSIET) 
 

 
Tom Areton 
President and Executive Director 
Cultural Homestay International 
 

 
 
Robert Fenstermacher 
President and CEO 
Cultural Vistas 
 

 
Chuck Melley 
Executive Director, Government and External Relations 
Educational Testing Service (ETS) 

 
Mark Gaulter 
CEO 
Expert AuPair 
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Stephen Reilly 
Executive Director 
Fulbright Association 
 

 
Kevin Morgan 
CEO 
GeoVisions 

 
Peggy Fleming 
President 
German American Chamber of Commerce California 

 
Thomas Dzimian  
Director - Career Services 
German American Chamber of Commerce New York 
 

 
Tanna Wilson 
Managing Director 
Go Au Pair 
 

 
Lisa Jobson 
Executive Director 
iEARN-USA 
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Allan E. Goodman 
President & Chief Executive Officer   
Institute of International Education (IIE) 
 

 
Robert Pearson 
President 
IREX 
 

 
Christine La Monica-Lunn 
President & CEO  
InterExchange 

 
John J. Crist 
President and CEO 
International Cultural Exchange Services (ICES) 

 
Peter DeShazo 
Executive Director 
LASPAU: Academic and Professional Programs for the Americas 
 

 
Marlene Johnson 
Executive Director and CEO 
NAFSA: Association of International Educators 
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Jennifer Clinton 
President 
National Council for International Visitors 
 

 
Michael Chrisman 
Assistant Director 
The Ohio Program 
 
 

 
Bradley Smith 
President 
PAX – Program of Academic Exchange 
 
 

 
Mary Jean Eisenhower 
President and CEO 
People to People International 
 

 
Mary D. Kane 
President & CEO 
Sister Cities International 
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Ellen Hoggard 
Country Manager - USA 
STS Foundation 

 
Kasey Simon 
President 
United Work and Travel 
 
 

 
Mariam Assefa 
Executive Director 
World Education Services 

 
Adam Weinberg 
President and CEO 
World Learning 

 
Mike Finnell 
President 
Youth For Understanding – USA  


