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Abstract:
This conference will be an occasion to talk about how faculty, and the administrators
who support them, can design globalized courses and curriculum to better prepare
students for success in the fields of design, business, and technology. We will hear from
experts and discuss with panelists about how students, equipped with global learning,
have the power to be successful in their future careers, create positive social change,
and help achieve the UN's Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Content areas:
Faculty Engagement, Curriculum and Program Design, Industry Partnerships,
Research, International Internships, COIL, Study Abroad, and Sustainability

Description:
Globalization is a reality in today's interconnected world, and organizations and
companies are increasingly operating on a global scale. Graduates who have a global
perspective and are able to work effectively with people from diverse cultures and
backgrounds are more likely to succeed and have an impact in these environments.

Technology has made it possible for businesses to operate and communicate with
customers and employees all around the world. Graduates who are proficient in using
these technologies and who understand the cultural nuances of different global regions
will be better equipped to work in these environments.

Creative business and technology fields are constantly evolving, and a global curriculum
can expose students to new ideas, techniques, and sustainable best practices from
around the world. Exposure to diverse perspectives and approaches can help students
develop more innovative and effective solutions to complex problems. It can also help to
build empathy and cross-cultural understanding, which are invaluable skills for working
in diverse teams and for developing sustainable products and services that meet the
needs of a global customer base.

This conference will draw on the faculty expertise of FIT, as well as two international
curriculum experts. It will provide an occasion to talk about how faculty, and the
administrators who support them, can design globalized courses and curriculum to
better prepare students for success in the fields of creativity, business and technology.
We will discuss how students, equipped with global learning, have the power to be
successful in their future careers, create positive social change, and help achieve the



UN's SDGs.

Schedule:

9:30am Opening Speaker: Dr. Namrata Sharma (confirmed)

Dr. Namrata Sharma is on the faculty at SUNY Oswego, and is an expert with the
United Nations’ Harmony with Nature Knowledge Network. She is an international
education consultant and has served on the Boards of several
professional organizations in India, USA, and Europe. She holds a bachelor’s degree
from Delhi University, India; a master’s degree in Education from Soka University,
Tokyo, Japan; and a Ph.D. from the University College London – Institute of Education
(IOE), U.K. She worked as faculty at the University of Nottingham in the UK before her
move to the US. She has authored four books, several research papers, and articles.

Panels:
10:00am On creating virtual international experiences in the liberal arts
classroom with COIL, Kyunghee Pyun, Associate Professor of Art History, and
Nurhayat Bilge, Assistant Professor of Communication.
Moderated by Hope Windle, Director, SUNY COIL Center, The State University of New
York @ Oneonta

11:00am On designing global graduate programs, Pamela Ellsworth, Chair of Global
Fashion Management, and Cathleen Sheehan, Chair of Fashion Design, FIT School of
Graduate Studies.
Moderated by Dr. Brooke Carlson, Interim Dean, School of Graduate Studies

1:15pm On creating innovative faculty-led study abroad programs in
sustainability and design, Eric Daniels, Professor of Interior Design and Susanne
Goetz, Professor of Textile and Surface Design.
Moderated by Kathleen Monich, OIP

2:00pm On the power of career focused study abroad programs featuring, twenty
years of providing Summer internship and study abroad programs in Marketing
Communications and European Cosmetics and Fragrance Industry, Roberta Elins,
Professor of Advertising & Marketing Communications, and Virginia Bonofiglio,
Associate Chairperson of Cosmetics and Fragrance Marketing.
Moderated by alum Margaux Caniato, ‘97 in AMC, currently Senior Vice President - US
for the Bacchus Agency · a Global creative communications agency headquartered in
London, New York, Miami and Dubai. Partnering with visionary people and
organizations to build brands that matter.

3:00pm On engaging faculty in designing global curriculum. Brian Fallon,
Professor and Director, Faculty Development, Center for Excellence in Teaching, and
Deborah Klesenski, Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs, and Zaida Godoy
Navarro, Assistant Professor of Spanish, Dept. of Modern Languages and Cultures.



Moderated by Julian Silverman, Assistant Professor of Science and Mathematics.

4:00pm Plenary Address: Dr. Harvey Charles (confirmed), Vice Provost for
International Affairs, University of Minnesota. Dr. Charles has served as a Chief
International Officer at multiple institutions over the past 25 years. HIs recent pivot to
being a professor of international education allows him to prepare graduate and
undergraduate students for careers in higher education, including international
education.

5:00pm Closing Reception and Address (confirmed): A 10-15 minute presentation by
Michael Ferraro and the D-Tech Lab team on their latest experiential learning and on-
ramping to industry initiatives (with global reach) for students at FIT

Thematic Forum Outcomes: The 75 attendees learned ways that universities can:

● Globalize the Curriculum:

- Encourage faculty to design pedagogy with globally transcendent values
▪ Responsible Global Citizenship
▪ Prepare leaders who care about advancing the human good

- Make Curriculum Internationalization a Strategic Goal
- Support International Strategies for Academic Departments/Schools & Colleges

● Engage faculty in all areas of the college who are designing and updating
courses and programs, including in science and technology

- Create the Conditions for Globalizing the Curriculum

- Empower Faculty to be Globally Engaged by providing opportunities in their Teaching
& Research

- Hold the Faculty Accountable for Global Learning Outcomes

▪ Require global learning outcomes in courses
▪ Hold academic leadership accountable
▪ Assess student outcomes
▪ Compare institutional outcomes vs. peer institutions
▪ Ensure assessment criteria referring to the development of global

competence is explicit



● Use strategies to harness the power of industry partnerships and internships to
give students global learning experiences at home and abroad

- Work with quality internship abroad providers

- Value the preparation of graduates with the skills, knowledge and dispositions to
navigate a globally interconnected and interdependent world

● Incorporate research with international student collaborators into the syllabus

- Encourage faculty to build COIL and virtual experiences into the curriculum

● Design innovative study abroad courses

- Build in language learning and sustainability practices

- Foster programs in diverse locations

● Use a global focus in courses as an opportunity to teach about sustainability,
diversity, and equity

- Help them cultivate a cosmopolitan sensibility

▪ Cosmopolitanism creates conversation and cooperative dispositions

- Teach about obligations to others beyond citizenship, and to value human lives, PLUS
cultural underpinnings

- Emphasize the perception of self as a citizen of the world bound to others by ties of
recognition and concern

- Prepare leaders who are committed to creating a more sustainable world

Lessons Learned:
Holding a Thematic Forum was an excellent way to showcase the importance of
International Education at FIT, and how to work with faculty to further the
internationalization goals of your institution.
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