Original Question on Fulbright Scholars and Health Insurance


We have a number of Fulbright scholars here on campus this year. In the past, the ASPE health insurance coverage provided by the Department of State has been more than adequate. With the new health care bill, our insurance coverage requirement has changed to include pre-existing conditions. This is causing a problem, as the ASPE health insurance does not include coverage of pre-existing conditions.

Question: Have your insurance requirements changed to include a pre-existing clause? If you have sponsored students (Fulbright, Muskie, etc.) who come with the ASPE health insurance,and you have to bill extra insurance coverage to them - who pays the extra fee? State Department? Student? Your university?

******************************************************************
Answers

HTH does cover pre-existing conditions for students at Syracuse University and if you want to provide the same coverage to Fulbright Scholars through ASPE, the State Department or their agency would have to negotiate directly with ASPE for terms. 
Elane Granger, Ph.D. 
Associate Director 
Lillian and Emanuel Slutzker Center for International Services 
Syracuse University 
310 Walnut Place 
Syracuse, New York 13244 
315-443-2457 
http://www.international.syr.edu

********************************************************************
Almost all of the
scholars I work with generally pay for their own insurance unless
they're employed by KU. Coverage for pre-existing conditions is actually
an enormous problem. I do not know of any plan for internationals that
will cover pre-existing conditions - I have searched!  Some will cover
conditions after a certain number of months of coverage.  The KU student
United Healthcare Plan will cover pre-existing conditions, but ONLY if
they can prove they had insurance in their home country up until the
time they left.

My colleague Hodgie Bricke (hbricke@ku.edu) might have something to say
related to the Fulbright insurance situation, and you might contact our
International Student and Services office (isss@ku.edu) regarding the
sponsored student situation.  
"Malika Lyon" <malika@ku.edu>  
***********************************************************************
MSU's health insurance requirements have not yet been changed in regards to the new health care bill but I believe the topic is under discussion. Ann Eure and Michelle Fewless in our Student Insurance Office might be good contacts if you wanted to find out more details about the potential changes.

With regards to sponsored students, the ASPE coverage is still sufficient to allow those students with ASPE to waive the MSU health insurance requirement. There has been a recent change, though, in that there are now two groups of Fulbrighters for whom Fulbright is providing ASPE insurance as well as paying for university insurance (those from Pakistan and now those from Africa).
Mary Gebbia-Portice, Coordinator
==========================================================
International Sponsored Student Program
Office for International Students and Scholars
Michigan State University
103 International Center
East Lansing, Michigan, USA 48824 
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